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  A Poem by Susan Mazanec 

Heavy-Laden 

Within his sacks were sins of many kinds.  

The heaviest of all, the type which binds.  

Why did he cling to them? Why were they kept? 

 Beside the road, he stumbled, fell and wept.  

 

An injured man approached, “I’ll take those now. 

 I see your heavy-laden, burdened brow,  

below which hangs the scales that cloud your eyes,  

so they cannot tell truth from clever lies.”  

 

The man could scarce believe he picked them up. 

 "You cannot handle these, they're not your cup!” 

 “I’m taking them to Calvary,” he said. 

 “I’ll drink the cup, for I’m the Living Bread.”  

 

He watched him disappear around the bend. 

The Saviour!  The Massiah! knew he then. 

 

 

Priest     Parish Priest          Fr. Colm Hayden 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs. M, D. Towers 

Office hours:  Tuesday-Friday, 8.30am-4.00pm 

Parish mobile:   07483 369 561 

Hospital Chaplain Fr. Paul Tully-01388 818 544/0191 3332183 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit) 

For bereavement support, please contact the Parish Secretary 

 

(Please telephone the Chaplain if you have someone in hospital who would like a visit) 

For bereavement support, please contact the Parish Secretary 

 

(Please  

 

 

(Please telephone Fr. Paul if you have someone in hospital)  

 



 

Feast Days  

Monday, 6
th
 July  St. Maria Goretti V, M 

Thursday, 9
th
 July St. Augustine Zhao Rong & Companions MM 

Saturday, 11
th
 July St. Benedict, Ab, Patron of Europe 

Monday, 13
th
 July St. Henry 

Tuesday, 14
th
 July  St. Camillus de Lellis P 

Wednesday, 15
th  

July St. Bonaventure Bp, D 

Thursday, 16
th  

July Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 

Prayers – please keep in your prayers:  

 

 

 

Anniversaries:   

     4
th
  – 10

th
 July 

Kelly Dunne Michael Pattison 

Joe Turner Susan Finney 

Helena Wilson Kitty Farrell 

Trudie Jones Vida McAllister 

Patricia McLaughlin Jake Morley 

John McManus David Adams 

Lawrie Heslop Vera Finn 

 

    11
th
 - 16

th
 July 

   

Elizabeth Gaffing Ann Jackson 

Frederick Locke Teresa O’Sullivan 

Veronica Lewis Marie Taylor 

Charles Harrison  

 

 

Forthcoming Funerals –the late Violet Stannard, whose Requiem Mass will take place 

at St. Joseph’s on Friday, 10
th
 July at 10.30am, followed by burial in South Road 

Cemetery. 

 

Requiescat in pace. 

 

Mary Armstrong Rose Simpson 

Nigel Anthony Cunningham Maureen Milsom 

Josephine Lyons Robin Humphrey 

Tom Kimmit Shirley Harrison 

Mary Crilley Sheila Wressel 

Sigrid Peyerimhoff Rita Harrison 

Syd Inglis Christina Reid 



 
 

 

We welcome into our parish community Leona Petrini-McGuigan, 

who will receive the Sacrament of Baptism during the 10.30am Mass 

at St. Joseph’s this Sunday, 5
th
 July. 

 

There will be a parish coffee morning this Monday 6
th
 July. It will 

take place immediately after the 9.15 Service of the Word and Holy 

Communion in St. Bede's Room in St. Godric's School. All proceeds 

will go to the Women in Need in Nagpur, India charity. Everyone is 

very welcome. 

Mass at St. Leonard’s – 12
th
 July at 10.00am - St. Leonard’s School entrance and car 

park is accessed via the residential estate behind the school itself. Please note parking 

is limited but additional parking is available off site and at County Hall. Pupils and 

staff will be on hand in the car park to direct parishioners to the Sports Hall entrance 

where the Mass will be held. Refreshments will be served after Mass for all to enjoy.  

Eucharistic Minister Training Day – Saturday 25
th
 July St Joseph’s 10:00 am 

A reminder that the Eucharistic Minister Training Day given in St Joseph’s Church by 

Fr Adrian Dixon on Saturday 25th July 10:00 am – 3:00 pm is for the training of new 

Ministers of the Eucharist, and current Ministers do not need to attend.   Thank you 

 

Parish of the Durham Martyrs’ Community Summer Club      

 

A Wednesday weekly Summer Club will take place at St 

Joseph’s for the six weeks of the school summer holidays 

from 12.30-2pm., commencing on Wednesday, 22
nd

 July 

until Wednesday, 26
th
 August. 

 

It’s an opportunity for all ages to socialise, and a light lunch 

will be available for £3.50. 

 

Please see posters at the back of church if you would like to join us. All welcome. 

More details to follow. 

 

Hospitality – St. Joseph’s 

Following our Wednesday morning Mass, we offer coffee and cake and the chance 

to sit with other parishioners – and the wider parish - for a while to chat and relax. 

 

Volunteers are always welcome and if you would like to help, please have a word 

with Cynthia or Peter, or Marjorie in the office. 

 

Care for Creation (formerly Laudato Si') Group 

7.30pm Monday 13
th
  July in the Franciscan Friary 

Every month we meet to talk about how we as a parish and as individuals can better 

care for Creation, our common home. All are welcome. 

 



 
 

Attention Readers & Ministers: Join Our New WhatsApp Rota Groups 

If you are a new Minister training on 25
th
 July, please also join your relevant 

group. 

 

From 1
st
 August Leanne Heseltine will be co-ordinating the rotas. We are 

launching dedicated WhatsApp groups for St Godric's and St Joseph's to make 

organising weekend rotas and scheduling swaps quick and easy. If you do not 

have the app yet you can download it from the App store on iPhone and the 

Play store on Android.  

 

Join Your Group 

From August reminders for the upcoming weekend’s scheduled Readers and 

Ministers will be sent out every Thursday Evening. Please join the group for 

the Church Mass you usually minister using the links/QR codes below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: Your name and phone number will be visible to others in the group. 

 

 

 

 

     Quick Action Required: Add Your Ministry Tag! 

 

Once you are in the group, please take 5 seconds to add a "Member 

Tag" to your profile so fellow volunteers can find substitutes quickly. If 

you would like help, please contact Leanne Heseltine 07871079046.  

 

   Tap the group name at the top 

of the chat. 

   Scroll down and tap your own 

name. 

   Tap Add member tag (or Edit 

member tag). 

   Type your role & Mass time 

(e.g., Reader–5pm or Minister–

10:30am or Reader & Minister 

9am). 

 

   Tap Save! 

Your messages in the group will 

then show your tag beneath your 

name like this 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Godric's Group: Join by clicking here or scanning the QR 

code with your phone camera.  

 

St. Joseph's Group: Join by clicking here or scanning the QR 

code with your phone camera. 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/JoLs68menSy9Zb1HjIzZ2t
https://chat.whatsapp.com/KpAAztZDGCY8fhznCpTSi9


 
 

 

There will be a parish pilgrimage to 

Lindisfarne on Saturday 5 September 2026 

Itinerary 

10.15am         Bus leaves St Joseph’s Church, Gilesgate  

(Option to make your own way to the island) 

11.45am      Arrive Beal 

Pilgrimage walk across the causeway- 3 miles, on wet sand (Optional) 

1.30pm Picnic lunch in the shadow of Lindisfarne Castle (Optional) 

Opportunity to explore the island across the afternoon 

3pm Mass at St Aidan's Church (Optional) 

4.30pm Coach leaves island  

5pm         Arrive at Seahouses (Option to purchase fish and chips/meal) 

7pm   Leave Seahouses 

8.30pm         Coach arrives at St Joseph’s Church, Gilesgate 

Coach cost: £10 per adult, £5 per child 

To book a place on the bus, please put cash in an envelope, clearly marked with your 

name and required number of seats, and post through the parish office door at St, 

Joseph’s Presbytery. 

All payments must be made by Friday 14 August. 

          



 
  

Women's Group - A huge thank you to Johanna, for letting us in 

these thoughtful and interesting discussions over the past couple 

of months. 

• No children's liturgy this week. 

• A reminder that our youth group will meet on the 25
th
 in the Jubilee room, after 

5pm Mass at St Joseph's  

• We are having a camping trip to Moorhouse Adventure Centre on 19
th
-20

th
  

September. Please contact durhammartyrsparishyouthgroup@gmail.com to 

register your interest. A deposit of £5 per person will be required by 25
th
 August 

to secure your place. See three parish website and Facebook page for more details 

• A Mass will be offered for the people of Venezuela on Wednesday 8
th
 July at St 

Joseph's 7pm. All are welcome. 

CAFOD-DEC Venezuela Earthquake Appeal 

You can help our neighbours affected by the 24 June earthquakes in Venezuela with 

emergency shelter, water and food. CAFOD is already working with local Church 

partners to support people who have lost their homes, but we need your support to 

help more survivors. Your donation will provide essential supplies and help families 

rebuild their lives. 

Donate to the CAFOD-DEC Venezuela Earthquake Appeal today: 

www.cafod.org.uk/Venezuela  or call 0300 999 0030 or scan the QR code on the 

poster in the porch. 

Please keep our neighbours in Venezuela in your prayers. 

Parish School News  

We would like to thank the children who attended the Annual Governance 

Conference Mass for the 

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle this week. The 

children were a credit to 

themselves, and our school and we are so proud of them. The event was a truly 

special moment, and we are grateful to have experienced it. Below is our calendar of 

events over the next two weeks: 

Wednesday 8
th
 July  

• EYFS will host their Sports day on the morning and KS2 will host their Sports 

Day on the afternoon in school. This will be a day of cheering and 

celebrating achievements together as a school.  

•  Year 5 and 6 will be attending Mass in church at 10am. All families and 

friends are welcome to attend. 

 

mailto:durhammartyrsparishyouthgroup@gmail.com
http://www.cafod.org.uk/Venezuela


 
• Thursday 9

th
 July at 2.30pm there will be a Celebration Assembly in the 

school hall.  All families and friends are welcome to attend.                                     

• Tuesday 14
th
 July at 10.30am we will be hosting a violin concert in the 

school hall. All families and friends are welcome to attend.  

• Wednesday 15
th
 July 

•  we will be attending church for the Whole School End of term Mass at 

10am. We will be hosting the Mass with St Thomas More School to say 

goodbye to our Year 6 children and to end our school year with hope, 

kindness and friendship. All families and friends are welcome to attend. 

•  at 1.30pm we will be hosting our Summer Fayre. All families and friends 

are welcome to attend. 

•  Thursday 16
th
 July at 9.30am Year 6 will host their Leavers Assembly in the 

school hall. All families and friends are welcome to attend.  

 

We can’t believe there are only 

two weeks left of the academic 

year — it’s flown by!  Our Y6 

pupils had a brilliant transition day at St. Leonard’s on Friday and are feeling 

excited and ready for the next chapter. 

We’ve got plenty of lovely things planned as we head towards the end of term: 

Sports Day next Tuesday, a Y3 trip to the museum, and Y5 will be enjoying a 

taster day at St Leonard’s — complete with lunch, which they’re very excited 

about. 

A quick reminder:  This Sunday, 5
th
 July, St Godric’s will be holding its annual 

Summer Fair from 12 noon to 3pm on the school field. There will be toy and 

book stalls, children and adults tombolas, inflatables, refreshments (including 

delicious Mexican tacos), our ever-popular Rainbow Raffle, and lots more. 

Everyone is welcome — we’d love to see you there. 

Our first Frosty Friday was 

a fantastic success—thank 

you to everyone who 

contributed! Don’t forget, 

you can continue to support Team Solan Cancer Trust by sending in additional 

donations on Friday 3
rd
, Friday 10

th
, and Friday 17

th
 July. In return, your child will 

be able to enjoy a refreshing ice lolly treat—perfect for the sunny days ahead!  

We also have some exciting upcoming events across the school. On Friday 10
th
 

July, our Year 5 pupils will be visiting St Leonard’s for a transition day. During 

their visit, they will take part in lessons and even have the opportunity to sample 

a delicious lunch prepared by St. Leonard’s catering team. 



 
As the end of term approaches, we begin to celebrate and say our goodbyes to 

our Year 6 pupils. Their special leavers’ meal and bowling trip at Ramside will take 

place on Monday 13
th
 July, marking the start of their farewell celebrations. 

Families are warmly invited to join us for the Year 6 Leavers’ Mass at 10:00am on 

Wednesday 15
th
 July at St Joseph’s Church—a meaningful occasion as we reflect on 

their time with us and wish them well for the future. 

Finally, our Year 6 pupils will say their last—and undoubtedly emotional—goodbyes 

during the Leavers’ Assembly on Thursday 16
th
  July at 9:15am in the school hall. 

We look forward to sharing these special moments with you as we celebrate the 

achievements and memories of this wonderful group of pupils.  

 

Events at Ushaw 

Vespers (Evening Prayer) at Ushaw:   On Sunday 12
th
 July at 4pm, please join us for 

Sung Vespers in St. Cuthbert’s Chapel at Ushaw.  This is an opportunity to pray 

together the Evening Prayer of the Church.   All are very welcome to join us for the 

service. 

  

Chapter & Verse is Ushaw’s book group which welcomes all readers who are 

interested in reading and discussing books about faith and religion.  The group meets 

monthly to read a mix of fiction and non-fiction with a religious theme or 

connection.  The next meeting of the book group is on Tuesday 21
st
 July at 

1.30pm.  For this meeting we will be reading The Screwtape Letters by C.S. 

Lewis.  Come along and join the conversation, even if you have not had time to read 

the book!   No pre-booking is required, and the event is free with your Ushaw 

membership or a day pass. 

 

 

CATHOLIC HOLIDAYS IN THE LAKE DISTRICT THIS SUMMER 

 

During August and September, Castlerigg Manor in Keswick is opening its doors to 

families, groups of friends, or private individuals who are looking for an affordable 

stay in the Lake District. Breakfast and evening meal are provided, and Mass is 

celebrated on site. For more information check out castleriggmanor.com/stay-with-

us or contact director@castleriggmanor.co.uk / 017687 72711 

 

QUIET RETREATS FOR ADULTS THIS OCTOBER 

 

During October half term, Castlerigg Manor is running a quiet retreat for individual 

adults who want to spend a few days of peace, relaxation and prayer in the Lake 

District. Each day there will be a talk, Mass, and evening prayer, and then a lot of 

time to explore the area, pray, or just simply relax. Book at 

castleriggmanor.com/events or contact director@castleriggmanor.co.uk 

 

 

 

https://castleriggmanor.com/stay-with-us
https://castleriggmanor.com/stay-with-us
mailto:director@castleriggmanor.co.uk
mailto:director@castleriggmanor.co.uk


 
 

 

 St Godric’s St Joseph’s 

Saturday 

4 July  

 

NO MASS 

5.00pm Vigil Mass 

Anthony Farmer (Birthday Remembrance), the 

People of Palestine, 

and a Private Intention (SF) 

  

Sunday 

5 July  

9.00am  

Trudie Jones Anniversary 

 

3.00-4.00pm – Exposition 

  

10.30am 

Brian O’Connor 

Monday 

6 July  

 

NO MASS 

9.15am 

Service of Word and Holy Communion 

  

Tuesday 

7 July 

 

9.00am – Exposition 

10.00am  

Eleanor, James and Brigid Murray 

 

 

NO MASS 

Wednesday 

8 July  

 

NO MASS 

 

9.30am - Exposition 

10.00am - The Hayden Family 

(St.Joseph’s School Yrs. 5 and 6 attending) 

7.00pm – The people of Venezuela 

 

Thursday 

9 July  

9.30am – Exposition 

10.00am 

Mary Carney 

 

 

NO MASS 

Friday 

10 July 

  

 

NO MASS 

10.00am  

Requiem Mass of the late Violet Stannard 

  

Saturday 

11 July 

 

NO MASS 

5.00pm Vigil Mass 

David Adams Anniversary 

Sunday 

12 July 

SUNDAY MASSES AT ST. LEONARD’S SCHOOL AT 10.00am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place as normal from  

3.00-4.00pm at St. Godric’s 

 

St. Cuthbert’s   

Sun 5 

 

Mon  6 

 

Tue 7          Wed 8 Thurs 9 

 

Fri 10 

 

 

Sat 11 

 

 

Sun 12 

 

  10.00am 

and 

6.30pm 

 

 

NO MASS 

 

 

 

12.15pm 

 

 

 

7.00pm 

  

 

12.15pm 

 

 

12.15pm 

  

 

9.15am 

 

10.00am 

and 

6.30pm 

 

 

 

 

5th July 2026 
 



 

 

 St Godric’s St Joseph’s 

Saturday 

11 July  

 

NO MASS 

5.00pm Vigil Mass 

David Adams Anniversary 

  

Sunday 

12 July 

15
th
 Sunday 

of the Year  

 

SUNDAY MASSES AT ST. LEONARD’S SCHOOL AT 10.00am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place as normal from  

3.00-4.00pm at St. Godric’s 

Monday 

13 July  

 

NO MASS 

9.15am 

Service of Word and Holy Communion 

  

Tuesday 

14 July 

 

9.00am – Exposition 

10.00am 

Jim and Patrick Green 

 

NO MASS 

Wednesday 

15 July  

 

NO MASS 

 

9.30am - Exposition 

10.00am  - End of Term Mass 

St. Josephs’s & St. Thomas More Schools 

 

Thursday 

16 July  

9.30am – Exposition 

10.00am 

Deceased Priests of the Diocese 

 

 

NO MASS 

Friday 

17 July 

  

 

NO MASS 

9.30am - Exposition 

10.00am  

Peace in the World 

  

Saturday 

18 July 

 

NO MASS 

5.00pm Vigil Mass 

David Elliot Anniversary, 

and Vera and Harry Finn 

 

Sunday 

19 July 

9.00am 

Harry Curran 

3.00-4.00pm – Exposition 

 

10.30am 

Cara Armstrong-McKay Birthday Remembrance 

 

 

St. Cuthbert’s  

Sun 12 

 

Mon  13 

 

Tue 14          Wed 15 Thurs 16 

 

Fri 17 

 

 

Sat 18 

 

 

Sun 19 

 

  10.00am 

and 

6.30pm 

 

 

NO MASS 

 

 

 

12.15pm 

 

 

 

7.00pm 

  

 

9.15am 

 

 

9.15am 

  

 

12.30pm 

Nuptial 

Mass 

 

10.00am 

and 

6.30pm 

 

 

12th July 2026 
 


